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ISLAM - THE RELIGION OF 
MERCY 


W hen mercy is the characteristic of Allah's (sfe) creation, it means softness 
of heart and when it is the characteristic of the Creator, it means providing 
blessings to his creation in general. 

Allah (&) has introduced Himself in the Quran as All-Powerful, All-Knowing, The 
Beneficent, and The Merciful. His Mercy has been mentioned many times in the 
Quran. 

In Islam's first lesson Allah's Mercy is emphatically mentioned twice: 

4JLII 

In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful [1 :1] 

The second lesson is: 

Oj 4JU JuLsd! 

Praise be to Allah, the Cherisher and Sustainer of the worlds. [1:2-3] 

Here again the declaration of His Mercy is repeatedly stressed. He is the Lord of the 
worlds. The whole universe constantly benefits from Allah's (sfe) Mercy. 

Allah (sfe) says in the Quran: 

My Mercy extends to all things. [7:156] 

Allah's (sfe) kindness covers everything in this universe: angels, human beings, 
animals, plants, the earth, sky, the moon, the sun, the alternation of day and night, 
grain, vegetables, flowers and minerals. This material system of the universe though 
limited is yet blessed with Allah's (sfe) Mercy. 

Besides, the physical systems, Allah (sfe) also created the metaphysical systems 
which are unique and limitless. Since the beginning of human race, He (sfe) sent His 
guidance through 124,000 of His prophets and messengers to the peoples of this 
Earth. Adam (AAS) was the first messenger and Muhammad (Xsfc) the last 
messenger and the last prophet. Prophet Muhammad (Afe) was sent for the guidance 
of all human beings and jinns until the Day of Judgment. Allah (&) says: 

uj dchy Lo 3 

We sent you (Muhammad not, but as a mercy for all. [21:107] 



Whatever commandments Allah (sfe) sent in the form of the Quran or the Hadith (the 
sayings or actions of Prophet Muhammad (Xsfc)) are all signs of His total Mercy on the 
universe. Muhammad (Xsfc) said: 

4Jl*C <4)1 JJbdl 4)1 JLc JjJbdl 

ijjLoj Vi i — 425 jj o — jJJbdl jl 1 3 ob- 

The creation is Allah's family (i.e., under His care). Allah loves the most that person 
who treats well His family. 

This means that the one who treats Allah's (sfe) creation compassionately and benefits 
it, becomes a symbol of Allah's (sfe) charity and mercy. The word creation includes all 
animals and human beings, be they Muslim or non-Muslim, good or evil. 

In another saying of the Prophet Muhammad (Xsfc). it is said: 

OsLsJ 

(^LJ 03b ‘pi-*) 

Religion is the well-wishing. 

Islam teaches to do good to everyone. The Prophet (Xsfc) in his teachings insisted 
serving the members of every segment of the society and spoke about the rewards of 
doing service to all. 


THE RIGHTS OF THE PARENTS 

The closest to a person are his parents. Allah (sfe) in many verses of the Quran 
commands to serve the parents. Twelve verses of the Quran emphasize this service. 
With respect to the upbringing of their children, the parents are a clear sign of Allah's 
Mercy. He (sfe) says: 

llLi-J ^jjjJlaJba 4UI III ^3 jJtS U |J.JI y. jJ UiX^f i[a 

And remember We took a covenant from the Children of Israel (to this effect): Worship 
none but Allah; treat with kindness your parents [2: 83] 

He (sfe) also says: 

U 3 li? Jau Hi bcJkUr jl IjaJbJc*! yS3l Jjle 1*1 ULj- 1 ^jjjJlaJba o La 1 UJ IjjJu Ul Cjjj ^-Haia 

I LoT L&gias-jl Oj JJ3 4*a>yl ^0 (JAII U-aJ ^Jaa^-lj -ImjjT U3I lt.aJ JSj LcJfc j$L> 

Your Lord has decreed that you worship none but Him, and that you be kind to 
parents. Whether one or both of them attain old age in your life, say not to them a 
word of contempt, nor repel them, but address them in terms of honor. And, out of 
kindness, lower to them the wing of humility, and say: "My Lord! Bestow on them your 
Mercy even as they cherished me in childhood. " [ 1 7:23-24] 

Allah's (sfe) order is that: 

4jjjlaJ O La Ul Ull^aa 

We have enjoined on man kindness to his parents. [46:15] 

Even the non-believing (poly-theist) parents must be dealt with kindly: 

Li jJ! 
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Bear them company in this life with justice (and consideration.) [31:15] 


Another place in the Quran, it says: 

I jai'IJL) 4JLa|a 4JLL>3 Ia £ 4^233 Vbjf 4ol <ulca> ULi-l jLJUl IIII233 

M/e have enjoined on man kindness to his parents: In pain did his mother bear him, 
and in pain did she give him birth. The carrying of the (child) to his weaning is (a 
period of) thirty months. [46:15] 

Muhammad (Xsfc) once said that: 

Jll oyz 4 alo 1^32 JT jHu (jl 3 I3JII OjjyJi 4 » 5 jHu ( J£j 4*)! U! 4 *A-j Joi 4 a JJI3 Jsu) jb JJ3 ^0 U 

j jS\ $ 4 i)l 

jjlojiM — iJLaJ! 3 jJ! ob — 63CI0) 

If a son or daughter looks at his parents with love and mercy, Allah grants him/her the 
reward of an accepted Hajj. He was asked even if that happened a hundred times a 
day. The reply was in affirmative; Allah is the Greatest and free of any imperfection. 

This just states the incentive of looking at one’s parents lovingly; serving them earns 
one even more of His blessings. 

A companion of the Prophet (A&) once sought his advice about taking part in a battle. 
The Prophet (Xsfc) said: 

aa 4I5JI jli l^ojfU Jls Jll Ja 

(jjOA-l JyU^O l^Lj — 421 —63 SZijo) 

"Is your mother alive?" The companion said, "Yes. " He was told to stay with his mother 
because the Paradise was under her feet. 

One of his companions asked the Prophet (Afe): 

-JjU 3 Ua L 0 AJJ 3 ^JL: Jp- U 

(49.10^1-1221^-53X^0) 

What are the rights of parents on their children?" He ($&) replied that they were his 
Paradise or his Hell. 

This means that being obedient (while staying within the boundaries of Islam) to one’s 
parents can result in Paradise as one’s destination. 

THE RIGHTS OF THE DAUGHTERS 

Women were oppressed during the pre-lslamic period (era of ’ignorance’). They did 
not enjoy basic rights such as the right of inheritance from the parents or the 
husbands. At times, they could neither live peacefully with their husbands, nor could 
they get a divorce. The parents did not like to have female children and even used to 
bury their daughters alive; or sometimes killed them with the fear of starvation. Such 
was the treatment meted out to the females before Islam came. 

With Prophet Muhammad's (Afe) advent, peace and tranquility came to the society. 
Allah (&) ordered in the Quran: 

fo*li|3 ^ jlftj y* yhsliy fjjuas U3 
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Kill not your children on a plea of want; we provide sustenance for you and for them. 
[6:151] 

And He (sfe) also says: 

pi c fj-J ^>9 3*3 Ia3~» ^T3 ^ ^!s 

When the news is brought to one of them, of (the birth of) a female (child), his face 
darkens, and he is filled with inward grief! With shame does he hide himself from his 
people, because of the bad news he has had! Shall he retain it on (sufferance and) 
contempt, or bury it in the dust? [16:58-59] 

In another place in the Quran, Allah (sfe) says: 

When the female (infant), buried alive, is questioned (on the Judgment Day). For what 
crime she was killed? [81 :8-9] 

Quran using unmatched eloquence of its verses eliminated the cruel practice of 
murdering the female babies. 

Muhammad's (Xsfc) advice about the upbringing of female offspring was: 

<VuL?l 5 I j£Jt> a lit ^ULatl paJ Ulo 0 wJjj l>- Jlc j.* 

- 421 i j>- S^CiU) 

Whoever brought up two girls until they came of age, he and I will be close like this; he 
said it while showing his two fingers joined. 

These humane teachings made people long for raising even other people's daughters. 
In the 7 th year of Hijrah, when the Prophet (Xsfc) was returning from Makkah after the 
performance of Umrah, Martyr Hamzah's orphan daughter greeted the 

Prophet. (Hamzah was Prophet's (Afe) uncle and foster brother.) AN 

pj c k ec | U p little girl and handed her over to his wife Fatima 
he wanted to adopt her. Jaffer ) and another companion of the Prophet also 

wanted to adopt her. However, the Prophet (Xsfc) decided to entrust the girl with 
Jaffer's wife because she was the girl's maternal aunt. The Prophet (Afe) 

was very pleased to see how positively the conditions had changed from being 
murderous to the girls to wishing to adopt them. 

We are told in a Hadith that when Prophet's (Xsfc) daughter Fatima used to 

visit him, he would stand up to greet her and used to kiss her forehead. 

To sum up, Muhammad (A&) elevated the status of women and taught people the 
lessons of honoring the womenfolk. 

THE RIGHTS OF A WIFE 

A woman has three distinct positions in a society: A mother, a daughter and a wife. 

The Prophet (Xsfc) said: 





(1 38 efyJI Jp- ^9 pL> lo ob - lSAo>J) 

The better among you is one who is better for his family. 

Another Hadith states: 

^ 3 h*'j**’ 

(SyhbuJ! ob - 2 ^bu) 

The best among you is the one who treats his wife the best; and among us, I am the 
best for my family. 

A person's conduct cannot be completely judged only by his behavior in his office, 
store, school, etc. His life with his family may be the true reflection of his character. 

The Prophet (Xsfc) emphasized upon Muslims the rights of all creations of Allah (sfe), 
especially the rights of the underdogs of a society. 

THE RIGHTS OF AN ORPHAN 

Allah (&) stresses the rights of the orphans in many places in the Quran, for example: 

jQU Ui Jtyybjf told 

Therefore, treat not the orphan with harshness. [93:9] 

jrt LaJb JI 3 

... that you stand firm for justice to orphans. [4:127] 

And one of the Prophet's Hadith states: 

lu$**a (~j3 a a 4al**Jb jUil a I j 4*eJI ^9 ft,***)! JsLT a UI 

(tSjbsJI - 422 ^ 

"The guardian of an orphan and I will be in the Paradise like this"; and he ($£&) 
brought his index and middle fingers closer. 

Another Hadith says: 

4*JI |^**J 4*9 CsjJ ^ jp- 

(4»-U 1423 ^jo S^CiU) 

The best among Muslims' houses is the one where an orphan is treated well. 
Muhammad (Xsfc) said: 

a Jj leJe j*o 0 j*4i Jju 4f jjlT 4JUU! "U-w ^**a ^**0 j*) 

(lS^oj - 423 - e>}£L 0 ) 

Whoever caresses an orphan's head solely to please Allah (&), he will earn rewards 
for every strand of hair that was touched. 

Muhammad (Afe) also said: 

4*xpl ,^ 3*3 bf a Abe ^*^ 3 ! 4®**> 

- 423 - 03 CA 0 ) 

"Whosoever did a favor with an orphan boy or a girl will be close to me". He 
explained this by bringing the two fingers of his hand closer. 
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It is a well-known Hadith that Fatima used to perform all her domestic 

chores herself which included, grinding the flour, fetching the water from the well, 
sweeping the floor, etc. When she requested a household helper from among the 
captives, the Prophet (Xsfc) told her that the orphans of Battle of Badr deserve care on 
priority basis instead. 

Before Islam, no orphanage existed. Thanks to the Islamic teachings, today, we see 
the orphanages all over the world. 

THE RIGHTS OF A WIDOW 

In a society, the widows can be the most helpless. All of Prophet's (Afe) wives except 

Aisha were widows. This was one of the Prophet's (£&) ways to help out 

the widows; he said: 

jyjui j j <&i jjfcbujir ^wX—cji a 3JUjVi LS cui 

He who struggles to fulfill the needs of the widow or the needy is like the one who 
does jihad in the Path of Allah and like the one who fasts all day and prays the whole 
night. 


THE RIGHTS OF THE SICK 

Allah (&) gives to the sick relief in performing certain obligations. Allah (&) says: 

J* u 3 

It is no fault ...on one afflicted with illness. [24:61] 

A sick person is allowed to replace washing in ablution with mere wiping; he is allowed 
to pray while sitting instead of standing; and he is allowed to postpone his fasting until 
he recovers. Visiting and serving the sick are such acts which are highly rewarded by 
Allah (&). 

Muhammad (Xsfc) said: 

Jji ob-l ilc fij pLuJI 

5al*c ob — 1 33 

A Muslim visiting another sick Muslim keeps on picking the fruits of Paradise until he 
leaves. 

Another Hadith says that when a Muslim visits his fellow sick Muslim in the morning, 
70,000 angels keep praying for the visiting Muslim's forgiveness, and when he makes 
a visit in the evening, the angels pray for his redemption till the morning. A garden in 
the Paradise is allocated for the person visiting the sick. 

(a^b - 1 35 


THE RIGHTS OF A RELATIVE 

To fulfill the rights of close relatives is called sila rahmee The Quran 

emphasizes greatly the fulfillment of these rights; and they are mentioned in the Quran 
in 12 places, for example: 
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So give what is due to kindred, the needy, and the wayfarer. [30:38] 


"I, Allah (sfe) am The Gracious I have created relationship. I have inferred the 

word (relation) from my attribute of being the Gracious. He who maintains the 
amity among relatives, I bestow him with my special mercy (2l*>t> iw*,). And he 
whosoever breaks away from relatives is deprived of my special mercy." 

(^j*5e*ss«s — 420 — Sa£i. o - PoA>) 

In a Muslim society, the boys and girls may find their spouses among the relatives. 
Having a pleasant association with the relatives helps the new couples live in peace 
and happiness. Breaking up with relatives, on the other hand, can ruin the familial 
atmosphere. 


THE RIGHTS OF THE NEIGHBORS 

Allah (&) orders: 

^)UJ| Ua jJJl 

And do good to parents, kinsfolk, orphans, those in need, neighbors who are near, 
neighbors who are strangers, the companion by your side, the wayfarer (you meet), 
and what your right hands possess. [4:36] 

In this verse of the Quran, two types of neighbors are mentioned: the next-door 
neighbors and the ones who live farther. A short-term neighborhood exists while one is 
traveling in a plane, bus, train, etc. Students in a class or colleagues in an office or a 
factory also fall under the category of neighbors. 

The Prophet (Xsfc) said: 

ojb- j^o’b V JIS pi Jj-jj b 'jn JjJ V 4j(j V 4j(j V PI3 
- 422 - S$£lo) 

By Allah, a person is not a mo'min (jxjx/a Muslim with all his heart and soul), By Allah, 
a person is not a jxjx, By Allah, a person is not a jxjx. He was asked, "O Prophet of 
Allah, who is such a person?" The Prophet (jHyt&) replied, "The one whose neighbor is 
not safe from his acts of mischief. " 

In another Hadith, the Prophet (Xsfc) said: 

4aai^> ojb- y ^ ipeti y 

(r^“« ‘63^) 

The person whose neighbor is not safe from the former's mischievous behavior will not 
enter Paradise. 


states: 

<bl jb4b Jijp? Jlj U 


Yet another Hadith 



i£$£U) 

Angel Jibrael (AAS) kept advising me about the neighbors until I started thinking that 
the neighbors would eventually become inheritors. 

We can derive from this Hadith that the rights of neighbors resemble those of close 
relatives. In a Hadith, the Prophet (Xsfe). said: 

Ojb- 4i)b jj-o 

Whosoever believes in Allah (&) and in the Judgment Day should always be 
respectful to his neighbor. 

Another Hadith translates like this: 

Whosoever believes in Allah (Jt) and in the Judgment Day should not inflict any harm 
on his neighbor. 

The fact is that in times of trouble, the neighbors are the first ones to come to help. So 
one should be on good terms with the neighbors and must fulfill their rights. 

THE RIGHTS OF A SLAVE 

Historically, the victorious used to enslave the members of the defeated. The slaves 
used to be the weakest section of a society. Islam on its arrival first educated the 
people on the rights of the slaves; then improved their condition; and eventually 
abolished the practice of slavery. A means of forgiveness of sins is freeing of slaves so 
the Muslims were exhorted to set the slaves free; the people freeing the slaves were 
given the glad tidings of discharge from the Hell and of high rewards in the hereafter. 

The Prophet (Afe) said: 

jUJt l^ac [jSJ 4lll 4oJLa> j.* 

(pL* .^jbu - 293 ^ ol*T- ojiaU) 

Whosoever emancipates a slave, Allah (&) will from hell-fire free each part of the 
body of the person who sets a slave free. 

The companions of the Prophet (sfe) competed in freeing the slaves. Aisha 
once freed 40 slaves; Abdullah bin Umar emancipated 1000 slaves on 

different occasions. Adbur-Rahman bin Ouf a wealthy individual, freed a 

total of 30,000 slaves. 

Upon experiencing the generosity and kindness, many slaves in Makkah converted to 
Islam; as a result the non-Muslim owners subjected the slaves to cruelties and even 
killed some of them. Among the converts were: Khabab, Bilal, Yasir, Ammar, Sohaib, 

Labinta, Zunaira, Nahdia, Umm-Abees and Sumayya 


These days, we do not have slaves, but we may have workers and laborers who do 
have their rights; they must be treated with respect. We should assign them tasks 
which are within their abilities and must pay their fair wages on time. 



Muhammad (Xsfc) ordered the Muslims: 

ASj£ jj! J*S a I l^lact 

(4S-U - 1 258 - Sjb-y t ob - 65 &U) 

Pay a laborer his wages even before his sweat dries up. 

THE RIGHTS OF THE MUSLIM BROTHERS 

There was total anarchy before the dawn of Islam in the Arabian Peninsula. All tribes 
were enemies among themselves. Even families used to fight continually. The acts of 
revenge-taking extended over several generations. Prophet Muhammad's (4U5&), 
united everyone on a single proclamation of: There is no God but Allah. The Prophet 
(Xsfc) established a universal brotherhood by eliminating all types of discrimination, 
i.e., lingual, ethnic, geographical, national, etc. 

Allah (&) says in the Quran: 

4LcJt*a pf&Msis ro&jJi j,,j pQcl puS" jl 4JUI 4mm IgjS'blg Ua bue^> 4JUI jliu lg 

And hold fast, all together, by the rope which Allah (stretches out for you), and be not 
divided among yourselves; and remember with gratitude Allah's favor on you; for you 
were enemies and He joined your hearts in love, so that by His Grace, you became 
brethren. [3:103] 

In another place, the Quran says: 

(**>} t—tif boj tic LoaJi ^ l J«>u U3 jjbojUb ^.AJI [j l*J Cjj 

Our Lord! Forgive us, and our brethren who came before us into the Faith, and leave 
not, in our hearts, rancor (or sense of injury) against those who have believed. Our 
Lord! You are indeed Full of Kindness, Most Merciful. [59:10] 

Other verses of the Quran state: 

(The Muslims) are compassionate amongst each other [48:29] 
jUif 

. . . lowly with the believers [5:54] 

These two Hadiths of the Prophet (Xsfc) present a vivid picture of the Islamic 
brotherhood and affinity: 

<\1F L I <Uj!j . ~5wwvj I a AlF 1 , jFXmiI F 

(^JU-422^-5^) 

The mo'mins (j^pjf) are like a human body. If the eye hurts, whole body feels the 
pain; if the head aches, whole body experiences the pain. 

4»L?I jaJ L 3M 4a3U Jy£j 
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A Muslim is like a wall to the other Muslim; one part of which (wall) strengthens the 
other.) 

The Muslim nation is a strong fort made from bricks of individual Muslims. The Prophet 
(Xsfe) said, "You will find the Muslims, treating each other with love, kindness and 
affection; they are like a human body; if one part of the body hurts, whole body suffers 
from pain and sleeplessness. 

In another Hadith, the Prophet (Xsfc) said: 

$ 4JU3 4oi r&JLuJ! 

Every part of a Muslim is haraam (strictly forbidden) for other Muslim, his blood, his 
wealth, and his dignity. 

Jarir bin Abdullah had accepted Islam a few week's before the demise of 

Prophet Muhammad (X&). Jarir said: 

!*JU "Jo 1 3 SlTjJ! * UiJ 3 SM-cJt fill Ooub 

I pledged to the Prophet (Jfyfe) that I would offer salah (daily prayers), give away 
zakah (prescribed charity) and work for the welfare of all Muslims. 

Jarir (■^‘a once bought from a slave his owner's horse for 300 Dirhams. When the 
owner found out about the sale, he told Jarir (***u^i) that he had paid too much for 
the horse. But Jarir kept insisting on paying more until he had paid 800 

Dirhams to the owner. He then told the seller about his pledge of watching the 
interests of Muslims; he had to fulfill the pledge. 

Muhammad (Xsfc) said: 

oJj 3 4iLJ (J 3 joJLjcJ 1 rfcLj pJ—oJI 
(tSjbju) 

A Muslim is the one from whose tongue and hands are other Muslims safe. 

In another Hadith, he (Xsfc) said: 

4*9-1 J 3 C ^ f U JoxJI 03 c ^ 4*jl3 

(^JL*o - 32 - S 3 CL 0 ) 

Allah (&) keeps helping a person until he keeps helping his brother.) 

It is obvious that Allah's (&) help is far superior to a human being's help. (In this 
Hadith, the word brother refers to any Muslim and not just to someone's biological 
brother.) 

The Prophet (Afe) said: 

ioLaJI ^ 4Xc 4*)1 Li JJf oy" bjS' 
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(^JU-32^-5^) 

Whoever removes the worldly hardship of a Muslim, Allah (£>) will do away with the 
hardship of the helping person in the Hereafter. 

And at another time, the Prophet said: 

(1^ - 13^- eSjbu) 

Calling a Muslim bad names is evil and fighting with him is kufr (jaf/rejection of faith.) 
And he (Xsfc) also said: 

/ swear by the one in whose hands is my soul (Allah) that none of you will have (true 
Islamic) faith until you like for your Muslim brother what you like for yourself. 

THE RIGHTS OF THE HUMAN BEINGS 

These days, the so-called civilized nations make tall claims of upholding the human 
rights. But in recent times, we have seen ruthless crimes against humanity being 
committed in places like Afghanistan, Chechnya and the Middle East. The irony is that 
there are 56 Muslim countries; they own a vast reserve of human and material 
resources. Most of the Muslim countries share borders among themselves. Peace and 
harmony would prevail on the Earth, if the leadership of these countries truly 
implemented the teachings of the Quran and the Prophet Muhammad (Xsfc)- During 
his own lifetime, the Prophet had (Xsfc) implemented Islam as a complete way of life. 

Allah (sfe) in the Quran says: 

uL> ^wllU laJaia 

Speak fair to the people. [2:83] 

This order refers to all human beings, not just the Muslims; the justice encompasses 
inviting them to Islam. In the Islamic teachings, justice to everyone is a basic human 
right. 

Allah (sfe) says: 

ojll a£> Uf joji Ua 

And let not the hatred of others make you swerve to wrong and depart from justice. Be 
just; that is next to piety. [5:8] 

He (sfe) also says: 

1 j*~jla U~ja L pUkdl ^ja-tjdaja 

And they feed, for the love of Allah, the indigent, the orphan, and the captive. [76:8] 

Note that when the above verse of the Quran was revealed on Muhammad (Xsfc), 
most of the captives used to be non-Muslims. 
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The Prophet (Xsfc) ordered the Muslims to treat their captives from Battle of Badr with 
kindness. So the Muslims used to serve their captives the food which was better than 
what they ate themselves. 

ybj) 

In a Hadith of the Prophet (Afe)> it is mentioned: 

pU-JI ^9 jn 

(iS A* y / 423 ^ - <j$£2U) 

Treat the ones on Earth well and the one in sky (Allah) will treat you well. 

And in another Hadith, the Prophet (Xsfc) said: 

4*»iJ U ^14! l>s *> ^ 

(3 E — 272 ^js — j*«*o) 

None of you can be a mo'min (a true Muslim) unless you love for the humans what you 
love for yourself. 

In above Hadith, no distinction is made among Muslims and non-Muslims. 

Umar one 0 f the Rightly Guided Caliphs once saw a blind beggar in a 

street. Umar brought the beggar home and gave him some money; he then 

started welfare payments for that person from the bayt-ul-maal (JUJ1 o-j/national 
treasury.) 

(6 E 173 o y~i -72 y>\ |olol E f ykh oLT) 

Islam teaches Muslims to offer not only the zakah (the prescribed charity) but also 
other donations to the non-Muslims. According to a Hadith, the Prophet Muhammad 
(Xsfe) donated to a Jewish family. Safiah, the Prophet's wife gave away 

30,000 Dirhams to her relative Jews in charity. 

(6 E -173 

THE RIGHTS OF THE ANIMALS 

Islam's message of love and kindness extends to animals as well. Muhammad (Xsfc) 
said: 

49J*tf> 4J C41T UJ 3I yb 3! jjLil 4*0 JTL9 lCjj Lo (^**0 ^ Lo 

(l^JL*o 3 lSjUu — 1 68 — 49 A*aJI ob — 03JCA0) 

If from a Muslim's crops, a human being, a bird or an animal eats some, it becomes 
charitable donation on (the owner) Muslim's behalf.) 

This means that benefiting both the humans and the animals is a source of reward for 
a Muslim. 

In a Hadith, the Prophet (Xsfc) said: 

^ 4l 0<£j*9 4Jtflj jtT C*$b J l -Ab£} olj^V jOC 

*y>\ ibj JuT Oli S JT Jl9 \y>\ ^ l«JI LJ jl JJ Ju 4J jaS pUJI 
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- 1 68 - 0$£iU) 

A sinful woman was forgiven; she once passed by a well besides which a dog was 
about to die of thirst. She took off her sock; used her head covering to hang it down 
the well; and soaked the sock. She then squeezed it to put water in the dog's mouth. 
Solely due to this act of kindness, she was blessed with forgiveness (from sins.) 

A similar story of saving a dying dog's life is mentioned in another Hadith. 

(f LeJ! Jo<3 ob -318^- lSjLso) 


When the Prophet ( Afe) was asked whether treating the animals also carried some 
reward, they were told that serving every living creature earned rewards. In another 
Hadith, the Prophet (Xsfc) said: 

43 Ao 4) 443 4bc 4*3 Wl U a 1^3 4l3 4 Juyo U?j 1 L^l ^j4) 

Whosoever gives life to a dead piece of land (by growing plants in it) gets reward for 
doing so. And if someone hungry eats from the produce, it is charity on the grower's 
behalf. 

The hungry include people, birds and animals. 

Prophet Muhammad (Xsfc) said: 

JTLs IgJLoy V 3 Igoxla? £3^1 cs® 

(^JL»4) itSjlsu - 1 68 ^j£> - S3&U) 

Punishment (in the Hereafter will be) was given to a woman who kept her cat confined 
until she died of hunger; she was neither fed by the woman, nor was she allowed to 
find the bugs to eat herself. 

In a Hadith, it is said the Prophet (Xsfc) once went to the orchard of an ansari (a 
Muslim sponsoring/helping the migrants of Makkah). The Prophet (A&) there saw a 
tearful camel. He (Afe) patted the camel's forehead and asked who the owner of the 
camel was. One of the young ansaris who claimed the ownership was told by the 
Prophet (Afe), "Aren't you fearful of God who created you? This animal has 
complained to me that you starved it and you were cruel to it." It is the Mercy of Allah 
(&) that the Prophet (£&) was able to perceive the animal's pain. The heart of a true 
Muslim is soft and is full of empathy. 

The rights of the animals are that they are not burdened beyond their capabilities and 
that they are properly fed. 

Prophet Muhammad (Xsfc) said: 

^^ablxXj LgJ 4 m>j Jjl! 4 js&-j 4i) 

ioLaJI 3 Ixo 4i)l y >\ 3 I&JJ3 3JI tj&wi 

(i^JL»« — 207 ^ — e jjo U 3 ^3*11 3 jlflii-jV I ob — 03X^4)) 

Allah (&) has 100 blessings; one of which He has bestowed upon the jinns, humans 
and animals (cattle, beasts, etc.) Due to this single blessing, the living creatures love 
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each other; even the wild animals love their offspring. Allah (&) has reserved the other 
99 blessings of His until the Hereafter; these blessings, He (&) will bestow upon the 
human beings on the Judgment Day. 

The universe is limited in time and measure so it gets1% share of Allah's blessings 
whereas the Hereafter is limitless; that's where Allah's (sfe) infinite blessings will 
appear. Note that the 99% figure is just to explain the concept; actually Allah's (&) 
mercy and blessings are immeasurable. There is a Hadith Qudsi about Allah's (&) 
blessings in the Hereafter: 

V 3 Couuo Oif V 3 oij V U Oi 

(l*JL*e i(, 5 jbu — 495 — iod! 4 ol> — s 3 . d e) 

I (Allah (&)) have prepared for my pious people the blessings that no eye has (fully) 
seen, no ear has heard of and no heart (mind) has come across. 

A Hadith of the Prophet (Xsfc) says: 

If a woman of the Paradise were to appear on this Earth, all of it would be filled with 
her fragrance. 

- 496 - 03 X^ 0 ) 

A Paradise-dweller of the lowest rank will get the Paradise ten times the size of this 
Earth. 

n, 5 jL?u — 492 ^j£> — 4 cU£J 1 3 ^35^! ob — s3d-o) 

According to another Hadith: 

l°ib> i_a)f 4f t^A)! 4I3JI JaI 

((,5 iXxy — 4odl 4 sue ob — 499 ^ — o 3 d ) 

A Paradise-dweller of the lowest rank will get 80,000 servants. 
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